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TODAY'S NEWS AT A GLANCE

TODAY'S NEWS AT A GLANCE

1. Govt signs agreement for Smart Sea Project under Indo-Canada Collaborative
Industrial R&D Programme

2. MoD inks Rs 4,666 crore contracts for Close Quarter Battle Carbine & Heavy
Weight Torpedoes

3. NHAI Signs MoU with National Test House to Strengthen Quality Assurance
in National Highway Projects

4. Delhi Cabinet clears Bill to decriminalise minor offences

5. New computational method speeds up drug discovery simulations

6. PM meets economists at NIT| Aayog to discuss roadmap for Viksit Bharat
7. ‘Oracle of Omaha’ Warren Buffett steps down as Berkshire Hathaway CEO
after six decades

8. UN launches $1.71 billion humanitarian appeal for Afghanistan in 2026

9. World Blitz: Magnus Carisen wins record-extending 9th title
10. Static Booster







wa |

BAHRAIN—

PERSIAN
GULF

QATAR

e

SAUDI
ARABIA

\ UAE

IRAN

om»(i

Strait of

Z Hormuz

GULF OF
OMAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN

ARABIAN
SEA



‘ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BY SUSHMITA MA'AM | LIVE AT 6:45 AM | [O LIVE | @

Revision
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Q. The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) recently cleared capital

acquisition proposals worth approximately 79,000 crore to enhance the
capabilities of the Armed Forces. Who is the official chairperson of the
DAC?

A. Chiefs of Staff Committee
B. Defence Secretary

C. Prime Minister
D. Defence Minister ./~
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Q. As part of a growing healthcare cooperation initiative, to which country
did India recently deliver a consignment of six modern ambulances?

A. Nepal
B. Sri Lanka
C. Afghanistan /

D. Bangladesh
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Q. Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu recently inaugurated

DHRUV-NG at Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) in Bengaluru. What
specifically is DHRUV-NG?

A. A fighter jet
B. A next-generation civil helicopter

C. A passenger aircraft
D. A cargo drone
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Q. New Zealand all-rounder Doug Bracewell recently announced his
retirement from professional cricket. What is the scope of his retirement?

A. Test cricket only
B. ODI cricket only
C. T20 cricket only
D. All forms of international cricket /
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Q. In which city is the upcoming India Al Impact Summit scheduled to be
held?

A. Mumbai
B. Bengaluru

C. Hyderabad
D. New Delhi /
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Q. According to the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) Report on Trend and
Progress of Banking in India 2024-25, what was the country’s gross non-
performing asset (GNPA) ratio as of September 20257

A.4.8%
B.3.1%
C.2.1%
D. 1.5%

=
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Q. The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya National Academy of Social
Security (PDUNASS) recently signed an MoU with the IC Centre for
Governance (ICCfG). What is the primary focus of this strategic
partnership for EPFO officers?

A. Construction of new EPFO office buildings
B. Increasing pension contribution rates

C. Training officers only in digital technology
D. Integrating ethical leadership with technical training
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Q. Khaleda Zia, a prominent political figure who recently passed away at
the age of 80, served as the first woman Prime Minister of which country?

A. Pakistan

B. Indonesia

C. Bangladesh /
D. Maldives
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Q. The Delhi government is developing a new Intelligent Grievance

Monitoring System (IGMS) to integrate multiple complaint portals using Al.
With which Indian Institute of Technology (lIT) is the government
collaborating for this project?

A. lIT Madras
B. lIT Kanpur /

C. IIT Delhi
D. AlIMS Delhi
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Q. At the 13th Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum International Sports

Award held in Dubai, which global tennis star was honored with the Global
Lifetime Achievement Award?

A. Lionel Messi

B. Novak Djokovic -
C. Cristiano Ronaldo
D. Kylian Mbappé
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International News



UN launches $1.71 billion
humanitarian appeal for
Afghanistan in 2026
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1. Appeal & Scale

UN launched a USD 1.71 billion humanitarian appeal for 2026.
Afghanistan remains among the largest humanitarian crises globally.
2. People in Need £ =
21.9 million people expected to need humanitarian assistance.
17 .4 million facing acute food insecurity. ==
4.7 million in emergency-level hunger conditions.

3. Focus Areas of Assistance L ./

Food and nutrition

Healthcare and disease response

Shelter and protection

Water, sanitation, and hygiene

Cash assistance for essential needs

4. Key Challenges

Climate shocks and frequent natural disasters

Disease outbreaks

Mass returns of refugees

High protection risks — especially for women and girls
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Q. The United Nations has launched a humanitarian appeal of how much
for Afghanistan for 20267

A. USD 1.2 billion

B. USD 1.5 billion

C. USD 1.71 billion v~
D. USD 2 billion
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Q. Which organ of the United Nations is primarily responsible for
coordinating humanitarian relief operations?

A. UN Security Council
B. UN General Assembly
C. UN Secretariat

D. OCHA (Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs) £
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1. Visa Fee Waiver Extension

South Korea extended visa processing fee waiver for C-3-2 short-term group visas.
Extension valid for another six months — until end of June next year.
2. Countries Covered

India

China

Vietnam

Philippines

Indonesia

Cambodia

3. Purpose of the Move

To boost inbound tourism and maintain recovery momentum.
Supports growing demand after the pandemic.

4. Visa Fee Details

C-3-2 visa processing fee: 18,000 won (= $12.46) — currently waived.

& —

=
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5. Tourism Growth Data

1.6 million foreign arrivals in November.
Up 17.3% year-on-year and above pre-pandemic levels.
Major source countries:

China — 378,000 «

Japan — 363,000 <~

Taiwan — 158,000

USA— 133,000 ./ Y

Philippines — 60,000

6. Year-to-Date (Jan—Nov)

17.42 million foreign visitors.

Up 15.4% year-on-year. /i
8.6% higher than 2019 levels.

Chinese tourists: 5.09 million (= 29.2%). /
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Q. South Korea recently extended the waiver on visa processing fees for
group tourists from how many countries?

OO w»
SIS
N




‘ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BY SUSHMITA MA'AM | LIVE AT 6:45 AM | [O LIVE | @

Q. Seoul is the capital city of which country?

A.Japan = Ty

B. Indonesia — Tl

C. Vietham -74—%/\9& o
D. South Korea . India—-dins Younis T
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Guinea coup leader Doumbouya
wins presidential election
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1. Background
Coup leader Mamady Doumbouya elected President (provisional results).

Marks a formal return to civilian rule after the 2021 coup.
Guinea is rich in bauxite and iron ore.

2. Election Results

Doumbouya won 86.72% of votes (Dec 28 election).
Secures a 7-year term and avoids a runoff.

Supreme Court has 8 days to validate results.
3. Political Context

Doumbouya toppled Alpha Condé in 2021.

Part of a wave of nine coups in West & Central Africa since 2020.
Maijor rivals Condé and Cellou Dalein Diallo are in exile.

4. Pledge Reversed

Post-coup charter originally barred junta members from contesting.
A new constitution (Sept referendum) removed the restriction.
Turnout announced as 80.95%, but opposition disputes figures.
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5. Resource Strategy
Guinea has:

Largest bauxite reserves worldwide

Massive Simandou iron ore project (recently launched)

Government asserted stronger control over resources, including revoking a major refinery
licence.

“Resource nationalism” boosted Doumbouya’s popularity.

6. Human Rights & Political Space

Reports of restricted political space:

bans on protests

curbs on media

intimidation allegations

UN says campaign period was severely restricted.
Opposition claims fraud and blocked observers.
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Q. Q. According to provisional results, who won Guinea's December 28
presidential election with 86.72% of the vote?

A. Alpha Condé
B. Cellou Dalein Diallo

C. Mamady Doumbouya
D. Faya Lansana Millimono
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Q. Guinea is the world’s largest producer/reserve holder of which mineral
resource?

A. Copper
B. Bauxite

C. Gold
D. Lithium
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Sports News



DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BY SUSHMITA MA'AM | LIVE AT 6:45 AM @

s

World Blitz: Magnus Carlsen wins S,
record-extending 9th title

aes fRrew: Auw ordaa A Rers
disd g¢ 9ai faara Sitan y




‘ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BY SUSHMITA MA'AM | LIVE AT 6:45 AM | [O LIVE | @

1. Historic Achievement

Magnus Carisen wins his record-extending 9th World Blitz title.
Adds it to the Rapid gold he won two days earlier.

Event held in Doha. . —

2. Final vs Abdusattorov

Faced Nodirbek Abdusattorov (Uzbekistan) in the final.

Refused an easy draw and found a brilliant pawn move in Game 4.
Won the match 2.5 — 1.5 after being tied 1.5-1.5.

3. Comeback Story

Struggled during the Swiss rounds, even losing multiple games.
Qualified narrowly for semifinals after drawing Abdusattorov in Round 19.
4. Road to the Title

Semifinal: Carisen beat Fabiano Caruana 3-1.

Abdusattorov defeated Arjun Erigaisi 2.5-0.5 to reach the final.

5. Arjun Erigaisi's Milestone

Erigaisi won bronze in Blitz (and bronze in Rapid earlier).
Becomes only the second Indian male (after Viswanathan Anand)
to win a World Blitz medal in the Open category.
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Q. Who won the 2025 World Blitz Championship, claiming a record-
extending ninth title?

A. Fabiano Caruana

B. Arjun Erigaisi

C. Magnus Carlsen
D. Nodirbek Abdusattorov
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Q. Blitz chess typically gives each player how much time (approximately)
on the clock?

A. 25 minutes
B. 15 minutes
C. 10 minutes
D. 3-5 minutes v
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Defence News
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1. MoD Signs Defence Contracts (24,666 crore)

Signed on December 30, 2025.

For: CQB Carbines + Heavy Weight Torpedoes.

Signed in presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh.
Aim: boost capability + promote indigenous defence manufacturing.
2. CQB Carbine Procurement

Worth: 22,770 crore. .~

Quantity: over 4.25 lakh carbines (with accessories).

For: Indian Army & Indian Navy.

Companies: Bharat Forge Ltd & PLR Systems Pvt Ltd.
Replaces older weapons with modern indigenous technology.
Compact, high rate of fire — ideal for close combat (CQB).
Supports Aatmanirbhar Bharat + jobs + MSME participation.

3. Heavy Weight Torpedoes

Cost: ¥y896-crored

Quantity: 48 torpedoes + associated equipment.
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For:
Company: WASS Submarine Systems S.R.L., ltaly.
Enhances Navy’'s underwater combat capability.
Delivery: April 2028 — early 2030.

4. Advanced Features Highlighted

High operational capability.

Advanced technology & niche systems.

Strengthens readiness and maritime security.

5. Big Picture: Modernisation Spending
IFEY2025=26sMoD: : R '
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Q. The Ministry of Defence recently signed contracts worth 4,666 crore
mainly for:

A. Fighter jets and radars
B.

C. Transport aircraft and helicopters
D. Surveillance drones
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Q. Kalvari-class submarines of the Indian Navy belong to which category?

A. Aircraft carriers

B. Destroyers
C B .

D. Amphibious assault ships
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MoUs / Agreements News
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House to Strengthen Quality

Projects
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1. NHAI signs MoU with National Test House (NTH)

MoU signed in New Delhi at NHAI Headquarters.

Between: NHAI and National Test House (NTH).

In presence of senior officials from NHAI & Ministry of Consumer Affairs.
Objective: strengthen quality assurance in National Highway projects.
2. Purpose of the MoU

Independent, third-party testing of:

Construction materials

Components

Systems

Ensures projects follow prescribed standards & specifications.

3. Role of National Test House (NTH)

Testing & certification of materials as per:

MoRTH specifications

BIS codes

International standards
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Promotes uniformity, standardisation and compliance.
4. Technical Support

NTH will assist:

NHAI HQ

Regional Offices

Project Units

Provides expert evaluation and opinions for complex project issues.
5. Road Safety & Sustainability Focus

Support initiatives to improve:

Road safety

Reliability

Sustainability

Special focus on energy-efficient and safe roadway lighting systems.
6. Capacity Building & Knowledge Sharing

Training programs for NHAI officers & stakeholders.

Sharing of best practices in:
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Quality assurance

Material testing

Infrastructure management.

7. Bigger Impact

Strengthens transparency & accountability.

Improves quality framework in National Highway projects.
Supports world-class, reliable highway infrastructure.
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Q. The MoU between NHAI and National Test House mainly focuses on:

A. Highway toll collection
8 . :

C. Construction of new expressways
D. Traffic management systems
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Q. NHAI functions under which ministry?

A. Ministry of Home Affairs
B. Ministry of Consumer Affairs

C. Ministny-of-Road-Fransportand Highways
D. Ministry of Finance
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1. Delhi Cabinet Clears Jan Vishwas (Amendment) Bill, 2026
Aim: decriminalise minor offences © >
Focus: ease of doing business & ease of living

Reduces burden on courts and improves administration.

2. What Changes? © £
Minor, technical & procedural violations —

civil penalties + administrative fines + appeals system.
Serious offences will NOT be diluted.

Public health, safety, and life-related provisions remain strict.
3. Expected Outcomes

Lower litigation

Faster administrative decisions

Proportional, fair punishment

4. Acts Covered Under the Bill (Examples)

Delhi Industrial Development, O&M Act, 2010

Delhi Shops & Establishments Act, 1954
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Delhi Jal Board Act, 1998

Agricultural Produce Marketing Act, 1998
Laws governing:

Professional colleges

Technical diploma institutions

Bed-and-breakfast establishments
5. Penalties & Implementation

Minor offences — converted to civil penalties

Automatic 10% increase in fines every 3 years (inflation-linked)
No extra financial burden on govt

Implemented using existing staff & resources

6. Legislative Timeline

Bill to be placed in winter session of Delhi Assembly.

Expected to be passed after debate and approval.
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Q. The Delhi Jan Vishwas (Amendment) Bill, 2026 mainly focuses on:

A. Increasing criminal penalties

B. Decriminalising minor offences and simplifying compliance .~
C. Creating new courts in Delhi

D. Privatizing state services
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Q. Which body makes laws for the National Capital Territory of Delhi?

A. Lok Sabha alone

B. Rajya Sabha alone

C. Delhi Legislative Assembly
D. Supreme Court
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Science / Tech News
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/ speeds up drug discovery
simulations
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1. What is PathGennie?

A new computational framework to simulate rare molecular events.

Developed at S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences (DST, Govt. of India).
Published in the Journal of Chemical Theory and Computation.

2. Key Problem it Solves < —

Difficulty in simulating ligand unbinding (how drugs detach from proteins).
Unbinding influences drug residence time — crucial for therapeutic effectiveness.
Traditional simulations:

Need huge computing power

Take very long time

Often distort physics using artificial forces or high temperatures.

3. How PathGennie Works

Uses direction-guided adaptive sampling.

Runs many very short unbiased simulations.

Selectively extends only those moving toward the goal.

Discards unproductive paths.
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Preserves natural kinetic pathways — no external forcing.
4. Why It's Important

Significantly reduces simulation time.

Maintains accuracy and physical realism.

Helps predict:

Drug exit routes from proteins

Drug residence time

Validated by:

T4 lysozyme-benzene system

Imatinib (anti-cancer drug) unbinding from Abl kinase.
5. Wider Applications

Drug discovery and design

Chemical reactions

Catalysis

Phase transitions

Self-assembly systems

Compatible with machine learning-based models.
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Q. PathGennie, recently in news, is primarily used for:

A. Weather forecasting

B. Simulation of rare molecular events
C. Satellite communication

D. Gene editing
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Q. PathGennie has been developed by which institution?

A. lISc Bengaluru

B. lIT Bombay

C. S. N. Bose National Centre for Basic Sciences
D. CSIR-NCL Pune
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Business / Economy News
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1. Theme of the Meeting

Interaction chaired by PM Narendra Modi at NITI Aayog

Focus: Aatmanirbharta & Structural Transformation — Agenda for Viksit Bharat (2047)
2. Vision of Viksit Bharat 2047

Vision has become a national aspiration, not just government policy
Rising ambitions visible in education, consumption, global mobility
Need for strong institutions and future-ready infrastructure

3. Mission-Mode Reforms & Policy Direction

Reforms across sectors needed to sustain long-term growth
Policymaking and budgeting should align with 2047 goals
Emphasis on building global capabilities

Stronger integration with international markets

India to be positioned as a global workforce hub

4. Key Economic Insights Discussed

Boost productivity and competitiveness in manufacturing + services
Accelerate transformation through:
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Higher household savings

Rapid infrastructure development

Adoption of advanced technologies

5. Role of Digital & Technology

Artificial Intelligence seen as productivity multiplier

Expansion of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) to drive inclusive growth
6. Economic Outlook

Reforms undertaken in 2025 have strengthened fundamentals

Planned consolidation expected to:

Keep India among fastest-growing major economies

Unlock new opportunities

7. Participants

Leading economists including:

Shankar Acharya, Ashima Goyal, Madan Sabnavis, Monika Halan, Siddhartha Sanyal
And several others from academia, finance, and policy sectors
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Q. The recent interaction chaired by PM Modi at NITI Aayog focused on
which main theme?

A. Green Energy Mission

B. Agricultural Reforms Only

C. Start-up India Expansion

D. Aatmanirbharta and Structural Transformation: Agenda for Viksit Bharat
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Q. NITI Aayog replaced the Planning Commission in which year?

A. 2012
B. 2014
C. 2015
D. 2017
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‘Oracle of Omaha’ Warren
Buffett steps down as Berkshire

Hathaway CEO after six decades

'NATET & NPT IR g B8
P & I1C THUWI YT &
CEO UC § §¢ 7T /




‘ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BY SUSHMITA MA'AM | LIVE AT 6:45 AM | [O LIVE | @

1. Background & Tenure

Warren Buffett led Berkshire Hathaway for nearly 60 years.
Transformed it from a textile firm into a USD 1+ trillion conglomerate.
Known globally as the “Oracle of Omaha.”

2. Investment Philosophy

Focused on value investing, patience, and long-term compounding.
Prioritized disciplined capital allocation and conservative risk management.
3. Major Holdings & Businesses

Significant stakes: Apple, Coca-Cola, American Express, Bank of America.

Owns companies like BNSF Railway, GEICO, Berkshire Hathaway Energy, and many
others.

4. Leadership Transition

Greg Abel to become CEO effective January 1, 2026.

Abel has led non-insurance operations and expanded energy/infrastructure businesses.
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5. Buffett's Future Role
Buffett will remain Chairman.
Move aims to maintain continuity, culture, and investor confidence.

6. Cash Challenge

Berkshire holds over USD 380 billion in cash and T-bills.

Key question: How will this capital be deployed in a high-valuation environment?

7. Legacy

Buffett reshaped modern investing through rationality, integrity, and long-term focus.
His leadership approach remains a model for corporations worldwide.
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Q. Who has been announced as the next CEO of Berkshire Hathaway,
succeeding Warren Buffett?

A. Ajit Jain

B. Greg Abel

C. Charlie Munger
D. Howard Buffett
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Q. Warren Buffett is most closely associated with which investing
philosophy?

A. Momentum investing
B. Value investing

C. Arbitrage trading
D. Day trading
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National News
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1. Project & Collaboration

Central Government signed an agreement under the Indo- Canada Collaborative
Industrial R&D Programme

Partnership with a Goa-based private marine company (VACE)
Project name: The Smart Sea Project

2. Main Objective

Develop and demonstrate a 20-passenger electric boat
Support environment-friendly waterways

3. Environmental & Economic Benefits

Reduces dependence on fossil fuels

Promotes sustainable tourism

Encourages clean and green transport solutions
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4. Broader Technological Impact

Builds a technology platform for clean inland & coastal transport
Features:

Reduced emissions
Minimal noise

Improved operational efficiency
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Q. The Smart Sea Project signed under the Indo-Canada R&D
Programme focuses on which main goal?

A. Building nuclear-powered ships

B. Developing a 20-passenger electric boat
C. Expanding deep-sea mining projects

D. Constructing large cargo ports
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Q. Which ministry oversees the Indo-Canada Collaborative
Industrial Research & Development Programme?

A. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
B. Ministry of Science and Technology

C. Ministry of External Affairs

D. Ministry of Heavy Industries
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Static Booster
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What is Artificial Intelligence?
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1. What is Al?

Al enables machines to perform tasks requiring human intelligence.
Systems learn from data, adapt, and improve over time.

Uses algorithms, datasets, and language models.

Helps in decision-making, reasoning, and communication.

2. Al for Inclusive Growth — NITI Aayog (Oct 2025)

Report: Al for Inclusive Societal Development. ngf)ml'w 5 ward J
Focus: empower 490 million informal workers.

Expands access to:

Healthcare

Education & skilling

Financial inclusion

Aim: reduce inequality and ensure Al benefits every citizen.
3. Al Ecosystem in India — Present Status

Tech revenues may cross USD"280"billior’.

6+ million people work in tech & Al ecosystem.
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1,800+ GCCs (500+ dedicated to Al).

1.8 lakh startups — ~89% using Al.

NASSCOM Al Adoption Index: 2.45 / 4 (87% enterprises using Al).
Leading adopters:

v Industrial & automotive
v Consumer goods & retail
v BES)

v Healthcare
26% companies have Al at scale (BCG).

-

2nd largest contributor to Al projects on GitHub.

4. India — 3rd Most Al-Competitive Nation

Rank: 3rd globally (Stanford Global Al Vibrancy Tool 2025).
Measures progress (2017-2024).

Strengths:

Al talent
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Research

Startups & innovation

Investments

Policy & governance

Infrastructure.

5. India Al Mission

Vision: “Making Al in India & Making Al Work for India.”
Approved: March 2024.

Budget: ¥10,371.92 crore (5 years).

Goal: make India a global Al leader.

GPUs target achieved:

Planned: 10,000 GPUs

Achieved: 38,000 GPUs — affordable Al compute for innovators.




‘ DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS BY SUSHMITA MA'AM | LIVE AT 6:45 AM | [O LIVE | @

Q. India recently achieved which global rank in Al competitiveness?

A. 1st
B. 2nd
C. 8rd
D. 5th
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Q. NITI Aayog is primarily responsible for:

A. Printing currency
B. '
C. Conducting national elections

D. Managing defence procurement
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